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David O’Keefe is
fascinated with all
things pop culture –
music, movies and
sports - and therein
lies the inspiration for
his art.  

O’Keefe’s carica-
ture-like paintings and
sculptures include
movies and television
series such as The
Godfather,
Caddyshack, Seinfeld
and I Love Lucy. 

He has also carica-
ture-ized music legends Elvis
Presley, Aretha Franklin, Led
Zeppelin, The Beatles, Bruce
Springsteen, Elvis Costello, the Dixie
Chicks, Frank Sinatra, Michael
Jackson and Mick Jagger.

O’Keefe has even dabbled in pol-
itics and sports, creating art depicting
Jack Nicklaus, Bobby Knight, Brett
Favre, presidents Bill Clinton and
George W. Bush, Arnold
Schwarzenegger, Rudy Guilani,
Hillary Clinton and Al Gore. 

The large, epic-style paintings,
including The Godfather, Lucy and
Caddyshack, are all done in oil. Each
took several months to create, with
The Godfather taking nearly a year
with the hand-sculpted frame. 

The sculptures are done in Super
Sculpey, with real hair, doll eyes and
other mixed media elements. Some
of the smaller paper pieces, like
Seinfeld and a ’65 Beatles are done

in pencil and
gouache.

The idea for his
Seinfeld painting,
which he calls
“Much Ado About
Nothing,” came
from finding
Seinfeld in syndica-
tion. “The show
touched on every
aggravation that I have ever experi-
enced. I just relate to it, just as I
relate to The Simpsons,” he
explained. “And as a fairly normal
middle-aged guy, I think others do,
also.”  

Some upcoming projects for
O’Keefe include legendary guitarist
Jimi Hendrix and University of
Alabama coach Bear Bryant. 

“As a kid, I loved drawing people,
but I was easily frustrated when my
subject moved before my drawing
was complete,” O’ Keefe said. “My
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dad recognized this
and would have me
draw Walter Cronkite
every night on the
nightly news, because
Cronkite didn’t move
for a full 30 minutes.”

His father also
took him to celebrity
golf tournaments and
Superstar competitions

as a kid to draw caricatures.
In the Brandon area since 1971,

O’Keefe graduated from Brandon
High School in 1979, where he met
his wife on the newspaper staff.  

“I was the staff cartoonist and
she was my editor,” he said.
“Nothing’s changed much in the last
31 years; we’ve raised four children
in the South Brandon area, and my
wife is still my editor.”

A self-taught artist, O’Keefe has
been painting, sculpting, and illustrat-
ing professionally for many years.

He spent 27 years
with the Tampa
Tribune, where he
worked as a promo-
tion artist, editorial
cartoonist, newsroom
artist and special proj-
ect illustrator. 

His art has
appeared in Time
magazine, and on the
covers of Sports
Illustrated, MAD mag-
azine and The Village
Voice.  He has also
done advertising work

for Coca-Cola, Waffle House and
Fuji, just to name a few.

His art ranges from $20 for small,
hand-signed Seinfeld, Elvis or
Michael Jackson print, to an asking
price of $75,000 for the original
Godfather. He also sells a $22 wear-
able art T-shirt line. 

O’Keefe’s studio is located in
Sarasota at 12 N. Blvd. of Presidents
in St. Armands Cir. His artwork can
also be seen at DaSilva’s Coffe
House & Roastery at 15282
FishHawk Blvd. in Lithia. 

“Owners Bart and Charity Rice
are friends of mine,” O’Keefe said.
“The pieces available at Dasilva’s
come with an added bonus you won’t
find elsewhere – the rich, warm
aroma of their freshly roasted coffee.”

For more information on O’Keefe
or to purchase a piece of his art,
please call (941) 388-4266 or visit
www.davidokeefe.com. 

Longtime Brandon resident David O’Keefe has painted pop culture icons including Bruce Springsteen and The
Beatles, as well as movies and television series such as Caddyshack, I Love Lucy and The Godfather.
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